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Performance Notes

Trumpet effects are left to the discretion and taste of the performer and/or sound mixer. When
there are electronics present the trumpet should sound as though it shares the same sonic
world as the electronics. Generally this will mean using reverb and delay, often in a quite
noticeable, as opposed to a subtle, amount. As a general guideline, at other times the trumpet
should have a spacious feel around it. It should always at least partially inhabit the electronic
sound world of the piece so it feels unified with the guitar and the electronics. The trumpet
should never sound dry, or as though it is simply in the performance space as a totally acoustic
instrument.

At measure 853 in Loneliness (song 12), the trumpet player plays a bolt bucket. This is a tin
can, (28 oz. or larger) that is approximately 1/3 filled with an assortment of nuts, bolts, small
pieces of metal, etc. It is played while sitting: silently lift the can about 6 inches above the lap
and then bringing it rapidly down back onto to the lap to create a rattling percussive strike.

Guitar effects (delay, reverb, distortion, etc.) are sometimes specifically indicated in the score.
In all other places the use of effects is left to the discretion and taste of the performer. In
general the performer should use, but not overuse, a range of contemporary guitar sounds.

The electronic keyboard can be any synthesizer with suitable versions of the following four
sounds:

1. a B3 organ sound, such as a jazz organist would use.

2. a music box like sound, or if that is not available a vibraphone sound. In either case it should
sound very ethereal with a good deal of reverb added.

3. a Fender Rhodes sound.

4. a heavy synth bass sound.

Duration
75'

World Premiere
February 17, 2018; Pittsburgh Opera Headquarters, Pennsylvania
in a co-production with American Opera Projects
Eric Ferring, tenor
Chris Wilson, trumpet; Mark Trawka, piano/keyboards; Douglas J. Cuomo, electric guitar
Original staging by Jonathan Moore
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13. MY HEART, MY MARROW
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19. DELUSION
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20. SIGNPOST
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